March 3, 2006
Dear Representative ______,


The FIRST Robotics Competition is an exciting, nationwide, made-for-television engineering competition that teams professionals and young people to solve an engineering design problem in an intense and competitive way. The FIRST Foundation (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology), started by inventor Dean Kamen, has grown from its modest beginning in 1992 with 28 teams to 1000 teams participating in the 2005 competition consisting of 23 Regional Events and The Championship event, where more than 20,000 students participate. Teams come from Canada, Brazil, the U.K., and almost every U.S. state and consist of high school students, engineers, technologists, and just about any other profession. The competitions are high-tech spectator sporting events, the result of lots of focused brainstorming, real-world teamwork, dedicated mentoring, project timelines, and deadlines-just like real life. The competition also shows students that the technological fields hold many opportunities and that the basic concepts of science, math, engineering, and invention are exciting and interesting. The competitions challenge teams of students and their mentors to solve a common problem by building a robot in a six-week timeframe using a standard "kit of parts" and a common set of rules. The design/build process and the competitions demonstrate that engineering and science can be as interesting, captivating, and entertaining as any sporting event. These experiences not only grab the imagination and attention of the participants, but are big enough, noisy enough, and fun enough to attract the attention of other students, mentors, businesses and the community, which is one of the major goals of the FIRST organization. Students are encouraged to learn about technology and science outside of the classroom. They form binding ties to local industry and educational entities to learn how to accomplish their goals.  And finally, they show what they have learned to the world through competition, promotion, sharing, and “gracious professionalism”. FIRST redefines winning for these students. Teams are rewarded for excellence in design, demonstrated team spirit, maturity, and ability to overcome obstacles. Scoring the most points is a secondary goal. Winning means building partnerships that last.

I wish to inform you of our Indiana FIRST robotics teams’ upcoming visit to the Indiana Statehouse for a public demonstration on Tuesday, February 27th, 2007 from 12:30 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. We know your schedule is very busy, but we would appreciate the opportunity to show you what our partnership among our local schools, students and parents, industry, and mentors means to our community and the success of the State of Indiana.
Sincerely,

Daniel K. Ward II

Team Mentor FIRST Robotics

